
XAVIER BOYS BASKETBALL HISTORY
 YEAR-BY-YEAR  –  RECAP

CONF STATE
 OVERALL CONF TITLE TRIPS REVISED 11-2016    FOR 2016-17

1959-60 13-7 ----- --- --- Xavier opens its doors as Appleton's first Catholic high school; first-year enrollment consists of only freshmen
& sophomores; Gene “Torchy” Clark helps build the school and the athletic department.  Underclassmen Hawks
set winning tone early; Random Lake Rams become first victim, 69-30, at home.

1960-61 17-5 ---- --- Hawks’ basketball team enjoys  much success; “Torchy” garners first win over FVL, 72-49; XHS wins Regional
Consolation honors in first post-season tourney.

FVCC
1961-62 22-3 12-2 C S FVCC admits Xavier; Kip Whitlinger scores 46 points, which remains single-game best, as of 2012-2013,

on 19 field goals (before the 3-point shot!) and 8-of-11 free throws; Hawks snare Consolation in first State trip.

1662-63 25-0 14-0 C S Hawks grab WCIAA State Title by downing Marquette High, 71-66, before raucous & record crowd of 7,095;
Kip Whitlinger, Dick Weisner & Rocky Bleier are All-State Selections for XHS.  Xavier enjoys 121-82
home court win over Fond du Lac Springs (49 FG’s, 23 of 33 FT’s).

1963-64 22-1 14-0 C S Xavier win streak reaches 49 during 3-year span; Hawks lose in State Title game to Marinette Catholic Central,
43-37.  In Nov. 1963, death of President John F. Kennedy cancels regular season tourney games; XHS vs. Messmer
and XHS vs. Dominican.

1964-65 23-2 14-0 C S XHS win FVCC title again; run home-court win streak over 4 years to 30 straight games; 3rd consecutive
undefeated regular season record for the Hawks; Xavier takes fourth place at State Tournament in
Milwaukee, 54-35.

1965-66 18-3 13-1 C Chicago St. Pat ends Xavier’s 62-game regular season win streak, 66-54, in XHS gym; Hawks upset by Lourdes
in Regional Finals, 56-55; Xavier logs 100th win as 4-year school, against De Pere Pennings, 67-64; Springs
ends FVCC win streak at 53.

1966-67 23-2 13-1 C S Fourth time XHS goes undefeated at home en route to another league championship; two more wins over
Green Bay Premontre makes it 12 straight over the Cadets; Hawks upend Kenosha St. Joseph, 66-56, to capture
State Consolation honors. 

1967-68 23-2 13-1 C S “Torchy” lands 150th win in 96-54 victory over Menasha St. Mary on 2-9-68 at XHS; Hawks lock up league title
with 96-46 win in showdown vs. Premontre in Xavier gym; 6th state trip in seven years to Milwaukee; repeat
Consolation honors, beating Milwaukee Don Bosco, 65-59.

1968-69 22-1 16-0 C    Win 8th straight FVCC crown / gold ball; 200th Hawk victory is 72-56 win at Pennings; 4th time Xavier is
undefeated in regular season; after an 88-48 regular season win at Manitowoc Roncalli, Hawks upset, 53-52,
by Roncalli in Regional final at Brown County Arena; no state berth; Torchy moves on to Florida Tech (now UCF).

---------------------------------------------
1969-70 12-9  9-7      Five losses by a total of 15 points leads to a mediocre year under first-year Coach Jerry Schmidt.

1970-71 8-14  6-10      FVL gains first win over XHS, 61-53; overtime losses plague Hawks.
---------------------------------------------
1971-72 17-8 13-5    S XHS gains State berth by beating Lourdes, 60-50.  First year for XHS Coach Gus Laemmrich.

1972-73 19-6 14-4 S Joe Schneider leads team to banner year; Hawks win State Consolation Honors.

1973-74 10-11 7-9 Xavier suffers through 6-game losing streak.
---------------------------------------------
1974-75 11-10   8-8   Coach Mike Heideman begins turnaround;  Mickey Crowe enjoys shooting festival in XHS gym.

1975-76 19-6 12-4   S League title slips away down stretch;  Hawks return to state after two year lapse, take fourth.

1976-77 21-4 12-4 S Tim Fountain’s half-court shot tops FVL in OT; Steve Reader leads Xavier to third place at State.

1977-78 19-6 12-4 S FT’s at :00 by Tim Fountain stun Lourdes; Hawks 2nd at State, lose to Dominican in finals.

1978-79 21-2 15-1 C S XHS grabs first FVCC title in 10 years; eliminated at State by Delafield St. John.

1979-80 22-3 16-0 C S Jeff ‘Bird’ Dorschner finishes brilliant career, leads Hawks to fourth place at State.
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1980-81 20-3 15-1 C S Third straight FVCC title, 11th overall; ousted at State by Pennings.

1981-82 14-8   10-6    Hawks slip to 3rd in FVCC; 6-year Regional reign ended by Lourdes, 48-46, in OT.
---------------------------------------------
1982-83 9-12  7-9    Hawks record dips under first-year XHS mentor Jim Meyers. 

1983-84 8-14 6-10 Xavier starts slow, finishes strong (5of 7) down the stretch; FVL nets first win at XHS.

1984-85 4-18 3-13 6 losses by 6 points or less makes for tough season for young XHS squad.

1985-86 16-8 10-6 Veteran Hawks claw back to respectability, finish third in FVCC at 10-6; State aspirations stalled by Roncalli Jets
in two overtimes, 41-39.

1986-87 9-14 6-10 Jim Meyers reassigned to sole A.D. post after his 25th  prep season.
---------------------------------------------
1987-88 15-9 11-5 S 6th XHS tactician Bob Biebel directs hustling Hawks to 300th Christian win and3rd place FVCC tie at 11-5,

Region 5 crown and first State trip since ’81, only to be ’Topped by Marquette, 81-49, in quarterfinal.

1988-89 18-5 14-2 C High-flying Hawks net 500th career ‘W’ in 59-47 win over Premontre and garner league laurels for 12th time
in 28 seasons. XHS lanced by Pennings Squires in Regional semi by 10.

1998-90 15-8 10-4 All-FVCC First Teamers Kory Schneider and Josh Renkens pace Hawks to league runner-up position; hand
league and state champion Pennings 1 of 2 losses; ‘KOO-RY  ‘THREee’s way to seventh on all time XHS list
with 882 points.

1990-91 14-10  8-4 S FVCC Player of the Year senior Josh Renkens and Second Team All-FVCC soph. Brad Sowinski pilot Hawks to
league 2nd place and Region 5 championship.  Coach Biebel’s ‘Schedule from Hell’ includes defending WIAA
champ Milwaukee Washington and eventual WISAA champ Dominican... leads to deceiving season record, but
toughens Hawks, winning 10 of final 12 games.

1991-92 17-7 11-3 C S Brad Sowinski (1st team all-FVCC) led Hawks return Gold FVCC basketball hardware to ‘Blue Heaven’ for
13th time, although it’s a tie with Notre Dame and Lourdes.  ‘Metro Conference North’ non-conference slate
propels Hawks to Sectional Championship, 2nd straight and 17th overall State trip in 32 seasons.

1992-93 18-7 10-2 S Co-FVCC Player-of-the-Year Brad Sowinski moves into 2nd place on the all time scoring chart  with 1,338 points
but Hawks edged by Springs in OT for league laurels.  Section 7 champions top Marquette by 2 in state opener but
fall to Pius by 4 in semis as ‘Sow’ and Mark Gomilla are named WISAA All-Tourney.

1993-94 19-5 12-0 C S Junior 6th man Jim Zuleger snares FVCC Player-of-the-Year honor as Hawks annex 14th league title by 3 games.
Thomas More’s Tremaine Gardiner quiets State hopes with 2 throws with one tick left, 47-46, in quarterfinal.

1994-95 19-7 7-5 S Veteran senior squad stumbles to disappointing fourth in FVCC, dropping 4 of final 7.  Coach Biebel takes
Xavier on ‘Hawk Walk’ into MECCA... and senior starters, Jason Van Hoof, Brian Van Laanen, Jim Zuleger and
Dan Wallace respond with ‘32 minutes for 32 years’ as Hawks ‘D’ up WISAA State field and dominate Catholic
Memorial, 59-40, for 2nd State Championship, first since 1963.  600th overall win logged in state quarterfinal,
over Greendale Martin Luther, 51-42. ‘Hoof,’ ‘Lando,’ ‘Zu,’and ‘Wally’ named to WISAA All-Tourney Team.

1995-96 23-3 12-0 C S Lone senior starter Justin Kamps (1st Team FVCC) provides leadership to talent rich Junior class, as Hawks rip
off 23 straight wins after losing first 2 games.  Pius stops Xavier 62-46 for WISAA title.  FVCC scoring champ
and Player of the Year Ryan Weyers sets XHS 3-point FG mark at 7 against Lourdes while pacing Hawks to
15th overall league title.  Kamps pours in 29 points in 300th overall home victory in 72-38 thrashing of FVL 
for Regional crown.  Bob Biebel honored as FVCC Coach of the Year for 4th time in 9 seasons.

1996-97 21-5 12-0 C S Seasoned Hawks, paced by 2-time FVCC Player of the Year Ryan Weyers and FVCC First Teamer Sam Pociask
don’t disappoint fans by breezing through FVCC unbeaten for 2nd consecutive year by a 23 point per game
average margin of victory.  Region 6 champs rally from 9 point deficit against Pius in State semis, but fall to
loaded Dominican club to take home WISAA runner-up award for 2nd straight year.  FVCC Coach of the Year
Bob Biebel (5th in 10 seasons) takes college offer he can’t refuse – from alma mater Winona St. Mary.

---------------------------------------------

Find info on the Hawks:               @XHawksSports on Twitter
  

www.XavierHawksSports.com
     

Xavier Hawks Sports on Facebook
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1997-98 19-7 8-2 S Rookie coach Lee Rabas picks up where Biebs left off, directing Hawks to Metro Classic tourney title and
Regional championship. Xavier drops 3 games and final FVCC title down the stretch as injury forces
FVCC Player of the Year Scott Sowinski to the bench.  ‘Sow’ heals and Hawks refocus for tourney time
and advance to 4th consecutive WISAA State Title tilt after thrilling 2-point victory over Marquette.
Championship dreams fade as Marcus Johnson paced Dominican Knights edge Hawks for 2nd straight year.

VICC
1998-99 13-10 4-2 Jekyll and Hyde Hawks start well (11-4) but slump down the stretch, losing 6 of last 8 and finish 1 game off 

Valley Independent Christian Conference title chase.  WISAA state qualifying streak snapped at 8 straight when
Hawks lose to Catholic Memorial in Regional championship for first ever WISAA home-court loss.

V-8
1999-00 10-13 7-7 Finish in four-way Valley Eight Conference tie for third.  Losing 5 of last 6 leads to 1st losing overall record

since ’86-87, but it’s not indicative of how well Hawks were capable of playing at times.  WISAA’s ‘Last Dance’
not the same without Xavier.

2000-01 12-10 7-7 Hawks’ good start (6-2) & finish (6-3) sandwich disastrous 5-game loss skid.  Xavier records 700th lifetime win
against Hortonville in Regional semifinal.

2001-02 17-5 11-3 C Talented Xavier squad delights fans & grabs it 1st Valley 8 conference crown & 17th overall league title.
Senior Tyler Doyle, 1st team all V-8, scorches Mustangs with a school record 9 three-point field goals.

2002-03 18-4 13-1 C Junior Chris DeMarco added to long list of Hawks named conference “Player of the Year” as Xavier wins
back-to-back V-8 titles – the first boys team to garner 2 crowns in V-8 play.  Senior Adam Spoehr joins
DeMarco as a V-8 unanimous 1st-teamer, but season ends in Regional final for 2nd straight year.

2003-04 14-7 10-4 Xavier loses 3 of 4 in January as reigning POY Chris DeMarco’s injured ankle keeps Hawks, who beat
Conference champ FVL twice, 1 game from V-8 3-peat.  Hawks upset in Regional quarterfinal by
Southern Door in the newly-named Gene “Torchy” Clark Gymnasium, honoring Xavier’s first and all-time
winningest coach in both basketball and football.  Coach Lee Rabas steps down after 7th winning campaign.

---------------------------------------------
2004-05 9-12 6-8 Tom Neises joins Xavier staff, becomes only 8th head basketball coach in school’s 46th year of basketball.

Junior-heavy roster compiles respectable home record, 5-2 in V-8 and 6-4 overall, but it is overshadowed by
dismal road record, 1-6 V-8 and 3-8 overall in Neises’ initial season at Hawks helm.

2005-06 19-5 12-2 C Xavier becomes first school to win 3 Valley 8 boys basketball titles in the 7-year history of the league,
although it’s a co-champ with Little Chute – as is Coach of the Year:  XHS Tom Neises and LC’s
Mickey Martin, and, Player of the Year:  XHS Kevin Rohrer and LC’s Kurt Schommer.  Hawks take
first-ever WIAA regional championship with thrilling 6-point win over Mustangs.  But Xavier is edged
in Sectional semifinal loss to Ripon by 4 in overtime after Rohrer’s 3-pointer at the 4th quarter buzzer
brought XHS back from 18-point halftime deficit.  Kevin etches his name at 18th place on XHS all-time
scoring list with 802 points in 73 games.

2006-07 7-14 7-7 An inexperienced XHS squad goes 2-6 over final 8 games to finish season in which fewest points ever are scored.
Ten of Xavier’s 13 regular season losses were each by 14 points or less, with 7 of the setbacks by single digits.
The Valley 8 Conference concludes its 8-year existence with Hawks winning the most league titles (3) while
placing second by 2 games on all-time V8 win list...  to cross-town rival FVL.

2007-08 18-5 15-3 C Junior-heavy Hawks peel off 9 straight wins in January & February to annex initial Eastern Valley Conference
title by 1-game over crosstown rival FVL.  It was the Hawks’ 20th league crown during 47 seasons of
conference affiliation.  The 800th Hawk victory in 49 seasons comes in late season showdown win over
the Foxes at the ‘Torch.’  Xavier’s post-season run stopped by Plymouth in Regional Championship.

2008-09 22-4 17-1 C S The 50th season of Xavier Basketball was a special one in the tradition-rich Blue Pride history, and certainly
one for trivia buffs:  22-4, first-ever trip to the WIAA State Tourney in hoops, 2-time Conference champs,
Regional champs, Sectional champs, State Tournament qualifiers, and 2-year total record of 40-9 (including 21-2
in home games).  The Hawks overcame all obstacles in their path to get to Madison – including working their
way through an extremely difficult tournament trail which consisted of Little Chute, Valders, New London &
Seymour (which was previously 19-0 in WIAA games at the Brown County Arena).   XHS joined the elite few
who get to play in the state's Capitol city, on the big floor at the huge Kohl Center before a statewide TV audience.  
Almost 1,000 fans proudly wore a ‘Believe in Blue’ shirt in memory of Dr. Larry Livengood, who passed away
during the season;  he was the father of senior player Ollie Livengood.  While at State, XHS played in a Division 2
session that drew almost 12,450 – the second largest of the 2-game semis of the event, and the third largest of the
entire State Tourney...  only behind D1 games involving Madison teams.  Jonathan Burns finished in 10th place
on the all-time Xavier Basketball scoring list, with 886 points in 72 games, and, he was selected to play in the
WBCA Division 2 All-Star Game.  Dan Klister had 804 points to move into the 19th spot in all-time XHS scoring.
The remarkable efforts of 10 seniors and the supporting cast of 6 juniors also helped Coach Tom Neises earn his
250th career win and the school claim its another conference championship in boys basketball – 21st time in
50 seasons and the 3rd time in past 4 years.

R15-16-1 [ E-C9----XAVIER-STATS----BOYS-BB----RECAP   ----   PAGE 3     FOR 2016-17 ] MORE



PAGE 4 – XAVIER BOYS BASKETBALL HISTORY ----- YEAR-BY-YEAR – RECAP

CONF  STATE
OVERALL CONF TITLE  TRIPS

2009-10 8-15 7-11 Battling hard in every game all season long, the Xavier Hawks stayed with the top teams in the league.  But,
often unable to finish down the stretch, they struggled in season # 51 of Xavier Basketball.  One historic night
for the Hawks came when XHS recorded all-time win number 400 on Xavier’s home court with a victory over
Waupaca on Jan. 23, 2010.  Incredibly, the Blue Pride teams have enjoyed a ‘W’ a remarkable 76 % of the time
during those 51 b-ball seasons in the Torchy Clark Gym at XHS.  However, the season ended with the most losses
by a Xavier team since 1984-85.

2010-11 12-11 9-7 The Hawks worked hard all year to be competitive during 2010-11, the final season for XHS Coach Tom Neises.
One highlight was a stunning, well-earned 44-40 home court win over rival Little Chute;  XHS was the only team
to gain a conference win in 2010-11 over the Mustangs, who went on to qualify for the state tourney.   In an
up-and-down season, the Hawks hustled to the final whistle each outing, but often fell short late in the fourth
quarter.  For the 4th time in the past 7 seasons, a first-round loss in tourney play ended the season.

--------------------------------------------   g  Coach Klarner becomes varsity head coach at Xavier   ------------------------------------
2011-12 12-12 9-7 Matt Klarner becomes only the 9th head varsity coach of Xavier Basketball in season number 53 at the school.

His first season as the head varsity mentor at XHS ended in a most bizarre way.  Xavier unknowingly used an
ineligible player in the WIAA Regional tournament, and XHS became aware of the infraction on the morning
of the Sectional semi-final game against Fox Valley Lutheran.   Xavier then promptly self-reported the violation,
and the WIAA declared XHS ineligible for that Sectional game, which the Hawks had gained for only the 3rd time
in the 12 years with the WIAA;  XHS had defeated Freedom 70-47 and then before a sold-out crowd at LCHS,
the Hawks posted a 50-47 upset of Little Chute, which had been ranked # 1 in D3 in the state most of the season.
Xavier then sought legal recourse, but a judge ruled about 6:45 p.m. in support of the WIAA regulations that
prohibit a high school athlete from participating in an organized, non-school event in the same WIAA sport that
the individual is currently participating.  Also, the judge said there was no intent by the Xavier player, coaches,
staff and administrators to circumvent the WIAA regulations.  The judge also quoted a previous court hearing
that referenced preserving the 'status quo' of the WIAA events.

2012-13 15-10 9-7 In an up-and-down roller coaster season, the Xavier Hawks came within a bounce of the basketball of advancing
to the Sectional finals.  Instead, XHS finished one point shy of posting an upset of the state’s number-1 ranked
Division 3 team, Little Chute.  A 41-40 decision came before a standing-room only crowd of over 3,000 packed
into the Menasha High School Fieldhouse.  They watched a last-second, three-quarters shot by Xavier that would
have won it for the Hawks.  But the ball skimmed gently off the backboard and glanced off the rim, oh-so close
to a bucket that would have won it for XHS -- which 3 days earlier had used a 2-overtime win to advance to the
Sectional semi against the rival Mustangs.  Brady Johnson recovered from an early-season injury to end his 4-year
varsity career at Xavier as the 8th leading scorer in all-time XHS Boys B-ball history.  After the previous year’s
turn of events on the day of the 2012 Sectional tournament, 2013 technically was the 3rd time Xavier advanced
to the Sectional level in WIAA Boys B-ball.  Other years: 2006 and 2009.   Another highlight of 2013 was
when the number 22 jersey of Kip Whitlinger was retired before a packed house in the Torchy Clark Gym at
XHS before a home game on Jan. 25.  Whitlinger scored 1,656 points in his 4-year varsity career at Xavier,
and that was before the 3-point line!  Kip, a 1963 grad, has been the leading scorer in Xavier history for the
past 50 years.  That memorable evening also honored the 50th anniversary of Whitlinger and Xavier winning
the 1963 State Catholic Basketball Championship with a 25-0 record. 

2013-14 18-5 13-3 C Xavier added yet another conference championship award into the already-packed trophy cases outside the
Torchy Clark Gym at XHS.  It was the 3rd league championship in the 7 years of the EVC, and, it was the
22nd conference crown in B-ball for the Hawks, who celebrated in fashion their 55th year of Xavier Basketball.
Matt Ferris concluded a brilliant prep career at Xavier, as he came within a single point of moving into the
Top 25 in all-time basketball scoring at the school and he was 26 points shy of joining the Top 10 list of single
season highs.   Xavier also enjoyed another fantastic season on its home floor, posting an 11-1 mark at the X,
where Xavier has won 75% of its games to date.  XHS also recorded its first-ever win over Appleton North.
The Hawks ended their season with a rare, first-round Regional loss in WIAA play as the Hawks moved up to
Division 2, based on enrollment.  Assigned to one of the toughest Regionals in the state, Xavier received only
a 6 seed despite an impressive season as their group included 5 teams ranked in the top 9 spots in Wisconsin.

   

  BAY CONFERENCE INFO  –  Most of the Xavier High School athletic teams now
   participate in the Bay Conference.  Schools in the league, as determined by the WIAA:

Xavier Hawks Seymour Thunder
Green Bay East Red Devils Shawano Hawks
Green Bay West Wildcats Waupaca Comets  (football only)
Menasha Bluejays West De Pere Phantoms.
New London Bulldogs         effective in the 2015-16 season 
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2014-15 24-4 15-1 C S It's always nice to have some good silver, many moms say.  Well, the Xavier Basketball team picked up some
very  nice silver, as the Hawks finished in 2nd place in the 2015 WIAA Boys Division 3 State Championships.
Coach Matt Klarner & the team “stayed together and played together” and most importantly did not give up
at the Kohl Center...  despite being down what may have seemed to some as an insurmountable 9 points with

just under 8 minutes left in the late Friday morning D3 game.  Before a wild, loud and heavily-dominated-by-blue-clad-fans in the huge crowd,
Xavier scored 10 of the final 14 points in the final few minutes, including the final 2 by Sam Burkart.  The junior made BOTH free throws with
just 6 seconds left in 4th quarter.  Then, the pesky XHS defense forced an off-balance, off-the-rim shot to cap a delirious finish in a 70-69 State
semi win over East Troy.  That advanced the Hawks to their first-ever appearance on Championship Saturday in the WIAA State BB after numerous
appearances at WISAA State, and also concluded a whirlwind, wacky stretch of basketball for Xavier BB teams, boys and girls.  In the finals, this
just wasn't the same team that rolled up 23 W’s in the first 27 games of the season.  However, these Hawks were warriors, right up to the game's end,
a 74-60 decision to Brown Deer.

The physical and emotional toll that it took for Xavier to advance to Championship Saturday made for a huge hurdle that wasn't cleared in the finals,
but it wasn't for lack of effort, grit and determination before leaving the UW floor.  The Hawks launched 29 three-point attempts, four shy of the
single-game state tourney record 33, but made only 6.  Credit an athletic, quick and tenacious, trapping Brown Deer defense that thwarted entry looks
into the lane.  The state championship was the second straight for Brown Deer (25-4) while Xavier ended at 24-4 after recording back-to-back Eastern
Valley Conference championships at 15-1 in the final year of the EVC due to WIAA-mandated realignment.  The league title was wrapped up in a
packed and rocking Torchy Clark Gym when  Xavier, ranked 4th in the state at the time, logged a 65-58 win over Ripon, then ranked 3rd in the state;
it was a classic match-up with live TV, the PC live webstream, Ripon Radio, and WisSports all on hand.  Burkart was rewarded with a prestigious
honorable mention spot All-State team chosen by the Associated Press, was the Player of the Year in the Eastern Valley Conference, and is near a place
on the Top 25 all-time XHS Boys Basketball scoring list.

Xavier never lost at home (13-0) and reeled off 18 straight wins between Jan. 1 and the State finals.  Five straight post-season wins included one at
Bay Port as XHS dismantled Peshtigo by 22 points when Matt Kinderman had a career-high 28 point performance, and, at Menasha against Valders
in a 66-58 Sectional final thriller...  the same match-up as the previous week's Girls Sectional final when the XHS Girls played, and beat, Valders.
Kinderman just missed a spot on the Xavier all-time scoring chart, finishing with 724 career points, 49 shy of 25th place.  Attendance was 14,131 for
Session 6 when the Hawks played in the title game in Madison during the 100th anniversary of the event, one day before a huge snowstorm hit the area.
On Jan. 31, tons of alumni returned to XHS to honor Xavier's State champion team of 1995 and to reminisce, all on a night when the Hawks held off
longtime rival and former conference foe St. Mary Central, 72-71.

The trip to State was 25th in XHS history of Boys BB...  after tradition-rich Xavier danced 23 times at State Boys hoops in a 40 year period, all with the
private schools field.  In 2009, the Hawks went for the first time to the WIAA State Boys Basketball tourney, eliminated in semi-finals.  This is the first
time in Xavier history that the Boys BB and Girls BB teams both played in a State championship game in the same year, and, of course, both finished
2nd at State in the same year.  Kudos to the entire Xavier Community for a fantastic, memorable 2014-15 season in which XHS had the most wins
since 1962-63 when Xavier went 25-0.
  
  
2015-16 24-4 12-2 C S A heartbreaking, emotional, one point loss in the 2016 WIAA State Championship game was difficult for Xavier

and the Hawks' fans, especially since a 1-point loss also ousted XHS in the Football Playoffs in the fall of 2015.
Returning home with a Silver Ball as the WIAA State Runner-Up for the 2nd year in a row, Xavier recorded the

most wins ever (48) in any 2-year period in the 57 XHS seasons to date.  A gutsy comeback by Xavier in the finals started with the Hawks down by 11
with 4:44 to play. But a miraculous finish was not in the works for the Matt Klarner-coached Hawks. A short, rebound shot following a missed free
throw, with just 2.9 seconds remaining, bounced off the backboard. When it missed its mark at the buzzer, the Kohl Center scoreboard read: Waupun
59, Xavier 58.  It was the 9th time the Hawks appeared in a Boys BB State Championship game, and 7th time that XHS finished 2nd.  In WIAA play,
Xavier has advanced to State in boys hoops 3 times now (2009, '15,'16) and this was the 26th State appearance in XHS Boys BB history after
tradition-rich Xavier enjoyed 23 trips to State in a 40 year period with the private schools field. Also, Xavier Boys BB and Xavier Girls BB again
played at State Basketball in same year an incredible 11 times: 1977, ' 78, '79, '80, '88, '92, '93, '94, '98, 2015 and 2016.  

When the seventh-ranked Hawks made 33 free throws in 41 attempts in the semi-finals on Thursday at the Kohl Center, XHS entered the WIAA
record books for most free throws made in a Division 3 game at State. Uncharacteristically, in the Saturday finals Xavier went to the line just 6 times,
for only 9 free throw attempts, until the final 3 seconds of that game.  In the State semis against undefeated and top-ranked Gale-Ettrick-Trempealeau,
Sam Ferris shot 6 of 10 from the floor and triggered a fast start for the Hawks, draining a pair of 3s within the first 2 minutes. Xavier opened up an
18-point lead at one juncture. The 5-9 sophomore was also was impressive down the stretch, converting 9 of 11 free throws.

Sam Burkart concluded a brilliant, 4-year prep career, finishing 6th in all-time Xavier scoring with 1,036 points (12.9  ppg) in 80 varsity games. The
5-11 senior was an All-State player for the 2nd season and was Player of the Year in the conference during the past 2 seasons. He led the 2015-16 XHS
team in scoring, just missing the single season Top 10 list.  He led the team in steals, field goals made, average points per game, and free throws
attempted with an average of 10 FT attempts per game all season, although he didn't get to the free throw line once in the finals, when Xavier attempted
only 12 FTs all game; the team averaged 20 attempts per game in the season. Burkart also was 2nd in assists, 2nd in rebounding, and 4th in 3-point field
goals made in 2015-16 when Xavier was the undisputed champ in its first season in the Bay Conference.  Xavier rallied around teammate Noah Severin
after the tragic midseason loss of his father, Craig Severin.  The close-knit team dedicated its fantastic finish and outstanding run to the State
Championship with a CS patch on their jersey.

In pre-State play, XHS played great D on its way to defeating Wrightstown 59-48 in a very physical Sectional final before a live TV audience and a
sold-out, vociferous crowd.  Ferris stepped up big with a then-career high 18 points. He also had 5 rebounds and 4 assists to help the Hawks before a
crowd of about 3,000 at Kaukauna. Xavier had opened a huge 17 point lead with 1:35 to play before three 3's narrowed the final spread.  Shooting 11 of
11 from the free throw line down the stretch in the Sectional semi, Xavier protected a 66-53 triumph over Peshtigo before 2,500 spectators packed into
the Bay Port Fieldhouse, advancing to the Sectional finals for the 2nd straight year.  A late-season 49-46 win by XHS at league runner-up Seymour ,
fueled by a furious rally after being down 12, helped net the Hawks their 3rd conference title in row.  It was the 24th time in the 57 seasons all-time and
the 6th time in the past 11 seasons that the Hawks have earned a boys b-ball league title. It was the first season for Xavier in the Bay Conference.
The Hawks set a new school for Most Points Scored in a season:  2,071 in 28 games, breaking the 1,949 previous mark set in 1962-63 in 25 games.
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PAGE 6 – XAVIER BOYS BASKETBALL HISTORY ----- YEAR-BY-YEAR – RECAP

CONF  STATE
OVERALL CONF TITLE  TRIPS

2016-17 ___ ____ Despite a young squad after the Hawks graduated 5 seniors from last year’s team, a talented and super fast
Xavier team looks for another special season in 2016-17.  Xavier will be in the traditionally rugged Bay
Conference for the 2nd season, as Coach Matt Klarner begins his 6th season as the Hawks’ head coach and

16th season coaching B-ball at the school.  The Hawks are 93-35 (73%) over the past 5 seasons.  In that span, they have won 3 conference crowns,
4 Regional titles, 2 Sectional titles, and 2 WIAA Silver Balls.  And, they are 52-10 in games at home in those 5 seasons, including 35-1 (11-1, 13-0
and 11-0) in the Torchy Clark Gym the past 3 seasons (or 45-4 at Xavier, looking at the past 4 seasons).   Find lots of info on the Xavier Hawks
via @XHawksSports on Twitter, on the web at www.XavierHawksSports.com and on Facebook via Xavier Hawks Sports.

Revised 11-2016.  Original data by Peter J. Bates, info from 2008-09 on by Mike Bates.
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    Xavier Booster Club Red Smith Service Award Recipients
    
Over the years, many people have been very loyal in their tremendous service to the Xavier Booster Club,
and their time, dedication and efforts are paramount to what the Booster Club can accomplish on an annual
basis.  Each year since 1972, the Booster Club has presented its most prestigious award -- the Booster Club's
Red Smith Service Award -- at the annual Red Smith Banquet held in January...  usually held on the third Tuesday
of that month.

1972   Brother Ed Mason
1973   Dr. Charles Dungar
1974   Sr. Kenneth Devlin
1975   Dr. F. Rankin
1976   Arnie Vanden Boomen
1977   Sr. Mary Sebastian
1978   Knights of Columbus
1979   Bob & Francis Murphy
1980   Tom Oudenhoven
1981   Bill Otto
1982   Gerald Hussin
1983   Dorothy Van Sistine,
                Betty Earle, Marie Thiel
1984   Lynn & Dick Miller
1985   Pat Hart
1986   Peter Bates
1987   Lou Mueller
1988   Lyle Reigel
1989   Mike Bates
1990   Bob & Jodi Dusenberry
1991   Ken Knorr
1992   Russ Selig
1993   Dr. Jim Gmeiner
1994   Bob Lloyd
1995   Dennis & Carla Oudenhoven
1996   Kathy Bates
1997   Arthur Helgerson
1998   Jim Hughes
1999   Bob Biebel

2000   Brenda & Steve Dexheimer
2001   Sheila Presler
2002   John Biese
2003   Andy Mahoney
2004   Jean Koehl
2005   Bob & Becky Weiske
2006   Sarah Simon
2007   Steve Kappell
2008   Scott Metz
2009   Dennis Oudenhoven
2010   Jim Biesterveld
2011   Mike Diederich
2012   Mike Mauthe
2013   Mike Bates
2014   Dan Pendergast
2015   Dave Adamovich
2016   Dave Hinkens
2017   Arnie Vanden Boomen




